
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
 
Petition Number: PE1308
 
Main Petitioner: Asid Khan 
  
Subject: Publicly funded trade missions to Israel 
 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to review its policy 
with respect to trade missions or trade initiatives by publicly funded bodies to 
Israel and to direct or influence Scottish Trade International to end any 
ongoing initiatives with Israel. 

 

Background 
In a background document provided with the petition, the petitioner stated: 

We are greatly concerned and disappointed to find that Scottish 
Development International (SDI) arranged a ‘trade mission’ to Israel 
from 10-15 January 2010. This, we consider, was contrary to the 
spirit of the resolution of the Scottish Parliament on 8 January 2009 
condemning the attacks on Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. 

 
He argued that because the SDI is a publicly funded body with a function to 
attract foreign investment and explore potential business partners, the mission 
to Israel may be seen as implying that, “the Scottish Government is not 
concerned about the State of Israel’s violation of International law, notably 
[UN resolution 242 and 338].” 
The SDI is indeed a publicly funded body, with Scottish Enterprise as its 
parent company. Its stated aim is to, “broaden Scotland's international appeal 
as a first choice source of knowledge and to assist the growth of the Scottish 
economy, by encouraging inward investment and helping Scottish-based 
companies develop international trade”. 

Scottish Government Action 
There are currently no concerns within the Government about the trade 
mission to Israel and there are no restrictions or guidance in place in respect 
of the SDI trade mission or trade missions generally, as the following Scottish 
Parliamentary questions and answers indicate: 

S3W-30948 - Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Lab) (Date Lodged 
Thursday, January 21, 2010): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S3W-30567 by Jim Mather on 20 January 2010, 
whether it had concerns regarding Scottish Development International’s 
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(SDI) trade mission to Israel and what guidance was given to SDI prior 
to the visit. 
Answered by Jim Mather (Wednesday, February 03, 2010): As there 
are no restrictions in place as regards trading with Israel, the Scottish 
Government had no concerns regarding the trade mission and 
considered that no specific guidance was necessary in this instance. 
S3W-30567 - Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Lab) (Date Lodged 
Friday, January 08, 2010): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has 
had discussions with Scottish Development International regarding the 
planned trade mission to Israel and, if so, on what date. 
Answered by Jim Mather (Wednesday, January 20, 2010): Scottish 
Development International (SDI) is a joint venture between the Scottish 
Government and Scottish Enterprise. It arranged the trade mission to 
Israel, in partnership with UK Trade and Investment, as part of its 
regular yearly programme of overseas trade missions. 
As there are no restrictions in place as regards trading with Israel, there 
was no requirement for SDI to seek dispensation from Scottish 
Government colleagues prior to arranging this trade mission. 
S3W-30389 - Sandra White (Glasgow) (SNP) (Date Lodged Tuesday, 
January 05, 2010): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it will 
take in response to concerns raised over the proposed trade mission to 
Israel by Scottish Development International. 
Answered by Jim Mather (Thursday, January 14, 2010): The Scottish 
Government supports a number of trade missions to the Middle East, 
for example last October when SDI visited the United Arab Emirates. 
The trade mission to Israel is taking place as part of Scottish 
Development International's planned programme of overseas trade 
missions. The mission focuses on developing links to assist Scottish 
companies to secure new investment and jobs into Scotland by 
developing overseas markets. The mission is being organised in 
partnership with UK Trade and Investment. 
The government's position on the situation in Gaza is very clear, and 
the then Minister for External Affairs, Michael Russell announced a 
funding package of £427,996 of emergency humanitarian assistance 
last year to support Scottish-based charities operating in the area. 
The funding assisted the Scottish-based organisations to provide 
essential aid such as food, hygiene and safe drinking water to 
malnourished children and families. 

Scottish Parliament Action 
It was reported in the Scotsman (12 January 2010) that the role of the SDI in 
bringing business to Scotland, “will come under scrutiny in a Holyrood inquiry 
into international trade.” This will be undertaken by the Economy, Energy and 
Tourism committee, which has issued a call for written evidence in its inquiry 
into "The public sector's support for exporters, international trade and the 
attraction on inward investment." The deadline for receipt of written evidence 
is   Friday, 5 March 2010.
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The Inquiry remit is as follows: 
The inquiry will investigate the current strategy, policies and level of 
resources allocated within the public sector in Scotland, most notably 
within the Scottish Government and relevant agencies and public bodies 
that are aimed at helping Scottish companies and other organisations to 
internationalise their activities, to export their goods and services and 
how we attract appropriate forms of inward investment. The inquiry will 
also look at how these policies all co-ordinated within Scotland and with 
other trade promotion bodies at a UK level. 

Key questions set out in the Committee Inquiry that are relevant to the current 
petition are: 

3. Specifically in relation to Scottish Development International – the 
leading public sector body for trade promotion - how the international 
account management system operates, who gets access to it, what 
services they offer in market to support Scottish companies not account 
managed in Scotland, what does it cost to operate, how many 
companies are supported and to do what and how is the return on 
investment of the public sector presence in overseas markets 
measured? 
9. Are there any lessons we can learn from the approaches taken by 
other countries for their trade promotion and international trade 
schemes? 

It is also worth bearing in mind that, under Schedule 5 Part I, s7 to the 
Scotland Act 1998 (general reservations), foreign affairs etc. are reserved to 
Westminster: 

Foreign affairs etc.  
7 (1) International relations, including relations with territories outside the 
United Kingdom, the European Communities (and their institutions) and 
other international organisations, regulation of international trade, and 
international development assistance and co-operation are reserved 
matters.  
(2) Sub-paragraph (1) does not reserve—  
(a) observing and implementing international obligations, obligations 
under the Human Rights Convention and obligations under Community 
law,  
(b) assisting Ministers of the Crown in relation to any matter to which that 
sub-paragraph applies. 

 
 
 
Murray Earle 
Senior Research Specialist 
17 February 2010 
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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